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Americans. Since the first organization opened
its doors 100 years ago, more than 700 com-
munity foundations have been established
throughout the country. Through the leader-
ship and efforts of these foundations, millions
of Americans have been inspired to contribute
their time and talents to the betterment of so-
ciety. As the representative of the First Con-
gressional District of Indiana, | would like to
take this time to proudly recognize the work of
Indiana’s community foundations. Indiana is
most fortunate to have a community founda-
tion in every county, including Legacy Founda-
tion, the Crown Point Community Foundation,
the Porter County Community Foundation, and
the Unity Foundation of LaPorte County, which
are located in the First Congressional District.

These foundations are a model for how phi-
lanthropy can inspire communities to come to-
gether in support of a common cause. Under
their leadership, the communities served by
these four community foundations invested
$18 million and reached more than 68,000
learners in a significant effort called the Dis-
covery Alliance initiative. This exceptional ini-
tiative aims to support and foster youth readi-
ness for success in school and work, adult
workforce development, and removing barriers
to education at all levels. This is just one ex-
ample of the extraordinary philanthropic efforts
of community foundations in local communities
throughout the country. The spirit of generosity
embodied by these community foundations is
a core American value.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring the many outstanding community
foundations in Northwest Indiana and through-
out the nation. For their dedication and com-
mitment to serving their communities, these
organizations are an inspiration and are to be
commended.
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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a truly gifted leader of
the Tampa Bay community, Mr. Jetie Wilds.
Mr. Wilds’ dedicated his life to educating peo-
ple about politics, bringing communities to-
gether, and inspiring a way forward for all peo-
ple in Tampa. Today it is a privilege for me to
honor his incredible legacy.

Mr. Wilds was born in Tampa, Florida to a
family of 12 children. At a young age, Mr.
Wilds volunteered on political campaigns and
developed a passion for political activism and
engagement. This strong commitment to
bettering the community led him to Morehouse
College in Atlanta where he obtained a Bach-
elor's degree. He was deeply involved in the
civil rights movement by regularly participating
in peace marches and sit-ins. During this time,
Mr. Wilds married his wife of over 49 years,
Ozepher. Mr. Wilds then began his career
staying true to his roots as a public servant by
becoming a middle school math teacher.

Mr. Wilds’ public advocacy was not limited
to civil rights; he was an ardent environ-
mentalist who served as a community orga-
nizer for greater environmental regulations in
Portland, Oregon. While there, he obtained a
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Master’s degree in urban planning at Portland
State University. His knowledge of environ-
mental policy later led him to Washington,
D.C. where he conducted research on the im-
pact of environmental regulations on the Afri-
can American community.

Mr. Wilds returned to Tampa in 1996 and
spearheaded his now locally renowned radio
show, Citizens Report. During each broadcast,
Mr. Wilds brought to light the significant issues
facing the Tampa Bay community. He quickly
developed a rapport with his audience be-
cause of his intellect and candor that kept the
show on air for over 15 years. His efforts to
educate and inspire action on important polit-
ical issues continued through his weekly col-
umn in Tampa’s trilingual newspaper, La
Gaceta. This column consistently provided a
profound perspective on issues that tran-
scended cultural and racial boundaries.

Mr. Wilds’ leadership and tireless work
earned him numerous accolades including
Man of the Year from the Portland Junior
Chamber of Commerce, Boss of the Year from
the Professional Women’s Organization and
Distinguished College Alumnus from the Na-
tional Association for Equal Opportunity in
Higher Education.

Mr. Wilds will always be remembered as a
leader who united people of all races and
ethnicities for the common cause of commu-
nity betterment. Whether he was running for
office, teaching a class or providing an insight-
ful voice for our community on the radio—Jetie
Wilds was a true public servant. On Sep-
tember 21, 2014, Mr. Wilds passed away at
the age of 74. Mr. Speaker, | join the Tampa
Bay community in thanking Mr. Jetie Wilds, Jr.
for his lifelong service to the State of Florida.

———
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize lan Fleming. lan is
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 1433, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

lan has been very active with his troop, par-
ticipating in many scout activities. Over the
many years lan has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, lan has
become a member of the Order of the Arrow
and the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. lan has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. lan constructed and planted a
water garden for visitors to enjoy in English
Landing Park in Parkville, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending lan Fleming for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of my constituent and lifelong Bed-
ford, Pennsylvania resident Mabel Koontz.
Mabel, who is 92 years young, represents a
symbol of how special our right to vote is in
the United States and how important it is that
every American citizen’s voice is heard on
Election Day.

Since 1943, when Mabel turned 21, she has
never missed a vote. Over these years Mabel
has casted her vote during some of America’s
most historic moments. She has been there as
the 26th Amendment, which gave 18 year olds
the right to vote, was enacted. She has also
been at the polls as the American people have
chosen leaders such as Ronald Reagan to
move our nation forward. While our country
has faced its challenges over the years, Mabel
has never missed an opportunity to select
elected officials at all levels of office to help
our nation become stronger every time we
faced adversity.

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “Nobody
will ever deprive the American people of the
right to vote except the American people
themselves and the only way they could do
this is by not voting.” These comments hold
true to today and Mabel Koontz is a signature
example of how special her dedication and be-
lief in democracy has been for all of these
years. Her perfect record should be a lesson
and reminder to all who cast their vote every
year.

| again am honored to recognize Mabel
Koontz of Bedford for this remarkable achieve-
ment. Mabel's voice has been heard many
times and because of people like her this na-
tion remains today—the greatest the world has
ever known.

———
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Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Foster Communications in San
Angelo, Texas on their 60th anniversary.
Throughout the years, Foster Communications
has been an essential part of the community
and has grown side-by-side with San Angelo.

Foster Communications opened their doors
in San Angelo in 1954. Foster Communica-
tions began with the vision of Walton A. Fos-
ter. He was a forerunner in bringing radio and
television to the Concho Valley. Foster pio-
neered many radio traditions that are present
today, such as having a weekly top forty hit
list.

Walton and the Foster Communications
family has been a staple in San Angelo since
1954. Over the past six decades, the company
has created four successful radio stations that
serve San Angelo and surrounding commu-
nities. Additionally, Foster was the longtime
and original voice of the San Angelo Colts
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